
SPANISH 102:  Elementary Spanish

Text:  ¡Adelante! Dos,  Blanco, Vista Higher Learning, 2009

Course goals:  

Although Spanish 102 is considered an introductory level at Salisbury University, it is nevertheless a course that bridges the novice levels and the intermediate levels of proficiency in the production of Spanish (see ACTFL: American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages).  The goals of this course include the development of both receptive and productive language leading towards an intermediate proficiency level; exposing students to a variety of situations and simulations and authentic materials to encourage a realistic foreign language experience; and, lastly, exposing students to the culture of Hispanic people and countries around the world through elements such as music, literature, art, history and food.  

Course objectives:

1. Build students’ vocabulary for a variety of subjects

2. Build conversational skills using present and past tenses

3. Enhance proficiency of Spanish grammar and syntax in both oral and written forms

4. Explore the culture through research and personal experience

5. Enhance pronunciation, reading comprehension and personal writing

Course outcomes:

By the end of the course, the students will be able to:

1. Use only Spanish to communicate in class

2. Listen to and follow directions in Spanish

3. Produce dialogues and interact with each other using vocabulary about routines, food, celebrations, health and home 

4. Ask and answer questions about the topics studied using both present and past tenses

5. Talk about likes and dislikes

6. Compare using comparative and superlative structures

7. Use the present and past tenses correctly and in the correct contexts

8. Use familiar commands to give instructions to each other

9. Use impersonal constructions with “se”

10.  Distinguish between the two past tenses and their uses (preterite and imperfect)

11. Write at least one reflection in Spanish 

12. Talk about and present cultural elements from the Spanish-speaking world

GRADING

5  tests







              20%

Written/Aural work (Video, Lab, Workbook and other work)     15%

Classroom participation




              15%*

Final Exam (to include six chapters)                                                 20%

Final presentation-speaking




              10%

Cultural enrichment and writing



              20%

GRADING SYSTEM:

A+   97-100
B+   87-89
C+   77-79
D+    67-69
F     below 60


A     93-96
B     83-86
C     73-76
D      63-66

A-    90-92
B-    80-82
C-    70-72
D-     60-62
*The class participation grade will be assigned according to the following criteria:


Student’s attendance (including punctuality).


Student’s effort, including level of engagement in class and active participation in



group work.


Student’s ability to master Spanish sounds.


Student’s ability to respond to and ask questions in Spanish.


Student’s ability to speak for short periods in Spanish on familiar subjects.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

The best learning environment is one based on mutual respect and trust.  However, the desire to achieve a good grade without doing the necessary work may tempt some students to cheat on exams or to represent the work of others as their own.  At Salisbury University, plagiarism and cheating are wrong and are considered acts of “academic dishonesty” i.e. a deliberate and deceptive representation of one’s own work.

Instances of academic dishonesty include all, but are not limited to the following:

*** Plagiarism – presenting as one’s own work, whether literally or in paraphrase,

the work of another author

*** Cheating on exams, tests, quizzes; the wrongful giving or accepting of unauthorized

exam materials; the use of illegitimate sources of information

*** Falsifying excuses for non-attendance or completion of assignments

There are NO mitigating circumstances to justify academic dishonesty.  If you are unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty or plagiarism, please ask.  Ignorance is no excuse.  Discovery of academic dishonesty will bring stiff penalties, including a failing grade for the assignment in question and possibly a grade of F for the course.  The maximum penalty at Salisbury University for plagiarism is possible expulsion from the entire USM system, so for your own sake, maintain your academic integrity.  Signing off on this syllabus means that you agree to meet these expectations.

MISSED EXAMS/LATE HOMEWORK:

No late homework will be accepted.  If you will be absent the day of a written assignment, you will need to arrange for a classmate to deliver it.  No e-mailed assignments will be accepted .

Missed test or quizzes must be made up within five days.  The day of the exam counts against the five-day limit, as do weekends and holidays.  Exams not made up in the allotted time will receive a zero.  In-class quizzes and listening exercises cannot be made up.

Should a class be cancelled on a test day, students should expect that the missed test will be given the next regularly scheduled class.

ATTENDANCE:

ATTENDANCE:

Taking into account that circumstances arise which prevent a student from attending class, including illness, participation in an SU athletic event, family or other unforeseen emergencies, each student will be permitted 3 absences (no questions asked). Please use your absences wisely!

Each absence above and beyond the third will lower your final course grade by one half grade.

Example:

5 ABSENCES :   B optimum

7 ABSENCES :   C optimum

9 ABSENCES :   D optimum

More than 10 absences will automatically result in a failing grade.

If you enter the class after it has begun, you are considered late. Arriving late to class will count as ½ an absence. It is often difficult to find a parking space on campus. Please plan accordingly.
FINAL PRESENTATION:

As a part of the final speaking grade, each student will make an five-minute oral presentation in Spanish which will demonstrate his/her acquired speaking ability:

This presentation may be one of the following:


1.  Memorize a poem or short extract from a literary work.


2.  Present a dialogue with one to three other classmates.


3.  Perform a Spanish song that you have learned or created.


4.  Other ideas?  (Please see your professor).

Projects should be approved by the first class in October.

ACTFL proficiency guidelines:

NOVICE HIGH

Speakers at the Novice-High level are able to handle a variety of tasks pertaining to the Intermediate level, but are unable to sustain performance at that level. They are able to manage successfully a number of uncomplicated communicative tasks in straightforward social situations. Conversation is restricted to a few of the predictable topics necessary for survival in the target language culture, such as basic personal information, basic objects and a limited number of activities, preferences and immediate needs. Novice-High speakers respond to simple, direct questions or requests for information; they are able to ask only a very few formulaic questions when asked to do so.

Novice-High speakers are able to express personal meaning by relying heavily on learned phrases or recombinations of these and what they hear from their interlocutor. Their utterances, which consist mostly of short and sometimes incomplete sentences in the present, may be hesitant or inaccurate. On the other hand, since these utterances are  frequently only expansions of learned material and stock phrases, they may sometimes appear surprisingly fluent and accurate. These speakers= first language may strongly influence their pronunciation, as well as their vocabulary and syntax when they attempt to personalize their utterances. Frequent misunderstandings may arise but, with repetition or rephrasing, Novice-High speakers can generally be understood by sympathetic interlocutors used to non-natives. When called on to handle simply a variety of topics and perform functions pertaining to the Intermediate level, a Novice-High speaker can sometimes respond in intelligible sentences, but will not be able to sustain sentence level discourse.

NOVICE MID

Speakers at the Novice-Mid level communicate minimally and with difficulty by using a number of isolated words and memorized phrases limited by the particular context in which the language has been learned. When responding to direct questions, they may utter only two or three words at a time or an occasional stock answer. They pause frequently as they search for simple vocabulary or attempt to recycle their own and their interlocutor=s words. Because of hesitations, lack of vocabulary, inaccuracy, or failure to respond appropriately, Novice-Mid speakers may be understood with great difficulty even by sympathetic interlocutors accustomed to dealing with non-natives. When called on to handle topics by performing functions associated with the Intermediate level, they frequently resort to

repetition, words from their native language, or silence.

NOVICE-HIGH

Writers at the Novice-High level are able to meet limited basic practical writing needs using lists, short messages, postcards, and simple notes, and to express themselves within the context in which the language was learned, relying mainly on practiced material. The writing is generally writer-centered and is focused on common, discrete elements of daily life.

Novice-High writers are able to recombine learned vocabulary and structures to create simple sentences on very familiar topics, but the language they produce may only partially communicate what is intended. Control of features of the Intermediate level is not sustained due to inadequate vocabulary and/or grammar. Novice-High writing is often comprehensible to natives used to the writing of non-natives, but gaps in comprehension may occur

NOVICE-MID

Writers at the Novice-Mid level are able to copy or transcribe familiar words or phrases, and reproduce from memory a modest number of isolated words and phrases in context. They can supply limited information on simple forms and documents, and other basic biographical information, such as names, numbers, and nationality. Novice-Mid writers exhibit a high degree of accuracy when writing on well-practiced, familiar topics using limited formulaic language. With less familiar topics, there is a marked decrease in accuracy. Errors in spelling or in the representation of symbols may be frequent. There is little evidence of functional writing skills. At this level, the writing may be difficult to understand even by those accustomed to reading the texts of non-natives.

