Spanish 310

Oral and Written Composition

Fall Semester, 2007

Syllabus

Instructor

Brian N. Stiegler, PhD

204 Center for International Education

410-334-3495

bnstiegler@salisbury.edu
Office Hours:  By appointment

Text

Required:
Stiegler, Brian and Carmen Julia Jiménez. Hacia niveles avanzados: La composición por proceso y en context. Boston:  Thomson Heinle, 2007.

Text companion website: www.thomsonedu.com/spanish. Choose: Students: Create My Account” - OR - Choose “Composition”.  Choose “Hacia niveles avanzados”. Choose “Students: Companion Site”.

Recommended

Atajo 4.0: Writing Assistant for Spanish. 

Not-recommended:

Any other dictionary or learning tool referred to in any documentation found at the university bookstore

Learning Goals

1. Students will practice and strive to improve in all four linguistic skills:
· Writing    

· Tasks: Students will write 4 essays during the course of the semester. An essential component to this course is the study and practice of the writing process.  Therefore, each essay will be edited and re-written.  Both as authors and as editors students will gain insights into the writing process and improve their own writing abilities.  

· Assessment:  4 essays each with multiple drafts.  These essays will be worth 100 points each for a total of 400 points as defined in the different rubrics below; Diario de reflexiones  

· Reading    


· Tasks:  In addition to in-class editing and discussions on the writing process, the material of this course will be daily readings from the text.  These readings include texts about the writing process, introductions to different aspects of Spanish as an academic discipline; scholarly articles, non-fiction essays, and short narrative fiction.  The linguistic tasks of reading and writing are closely intertwined.  In order to write better, one must read frequently and texts that are every increasing in difficulty.  

· Assessment: Six chapter quizzes; class participation grade

· Speaking 


· Tasks:  Students are expected to participate in class exclusively in Spanish in conversations and discussions based on the assigned readings, the writing process, linguistic structural review, cultural perspectives, and other topics.  Students should speak in class on a daily basis.  Part of the title of this course “Oral … Composition” is practiced and assessed through this participation.  There will also be two formal oral presentations.  The presentational mode of speaking requires different strategies than the interpersonal oral exchanges and is a critical component of “Oral… Composition.”

· Assessment: Participation grade worth 100 points and assessed as described in the rubric below; two formal oral presentations worth 200 points and assessed as described in the rubric below.

· Listening  

· Tasks:  All instructor presentations and class participation will be 

exclusively in Spanish; each chapter includes listening activities 

· Assessment: Class participation grade; six chapter quizzes

2. Students will be introduced to six important aspects of the study of Spanish as an academic discipline: Spanish in the US, Descriptive Linguistics, Literature, Culture and Civilization, Applied Linguistics, Spanish for the Professions.  Many students can only express their goals for their studies of Spanish in terms of vague notions of fluency and bilingualism.  This course will introduce students to a structure by which they can begin to understand Spanish as an academic discipline, and can begin to articulate a more precise notion of what it means to be a successful student of Spanish. 

Assessment Instruments

4 essays
400 points

Each student will write four guided essays during the semester. All drafts of the essays must be typed with a word processor and double-spaced.  The top left corner of the first page should include the author’s name, date, title of the paper, Borrador / Versión final, and the word count of the essay. See below:


These essays will be assessed not only on the final form of the final draft but also on the entire writing process.  Each essay will include a first draft, peer editing, and a final draft.  The final draft will be turned in to the instructor and must include the first draft with the peer editor comments stapled behind the final draft.  All peer editing must be done in class on the assigned days.  Peer editors may NOT correct mistakes; rather, they must identify and classify errors using the error symbols.  The essay will be evaluated based on the rubric. In order to earn the full ten points for the editing sections of the rubric a student must be in class on the day of the scheduled peer editing, must have her own completed essay typed and ready for editing, and must serve as a peer editor using the error symbols.

	
	Vocabulario   
	Verbos
	Otra gramática
	Contenido
	Editor/a     

	Excelente
	25 
	25
	20
	20
	10

	Muy bueno
	22
	22
	18
	18
	9

	Bueno
	20
	20
	16
	16
	8

	Aceptable
	18
	18
	14
	14
	7

	Apenas

Aceptable
	15
	15
	12
	12
	6

	Pobre
	13
	13
	10
	10
	5

	Muy pobre
	10
	10
	8
	8
	4

	Deficiente
	7
	7
	6
	6
	3

	No existente
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


 
Oral Presentations
200 points
Each student will make two formal oral presentations.  The presentation will be 2-3 minutes long.  The process by which the presentations are written will be identical to that by which the essays are written. The presentation assignment will be subjected to the same editing process as the essays.  The entire assessment, however, will be based on the quality of the presentation as defined in the rubric.  The written component will not be separately assessed. 

	
	Lenguaje

(Vocabulario, verbos,  Gramática)
	 Pronunciación (vocales,          consonantes)   
	Estilo

(Voz fuerte,
contacto de ojo, Inflexión de voz)
	  Contenido 
 



	Excelente
	25 
	25
	25
	25

	Muy bueno
	22
	22
	22
	22

	Bueno
	20
	20
	20
	20

	Aceptable
	18
	18
	18
	18

	Apenas

Aceptable
	15
	15
	15
	15

	Pobre
	13
	13
	13
	13

	Muy pobre
	10
	10
	10
	10

	Deficiente
	7
	7
	7
	7

	No existente
	0
	0
	0
	0


Exams

300 points

There will be six equally weighted exams during the semester, one following each chapter.  The exams may be a combination of essay, short answer, matching, multiple choice, or other assessment strategies.  The exams will cover the content of the Criterios de NCATE readings, Frente a la disciplina readings, the Composición: Introducción readings, the Frente a la composición escrita readings, the Frente a la composición oral listenings, strategies, vocabulary, and grammar.  

Class participation

100 points
Each student is expected to participate actively in class discussion.  All participation should be in Spanish.  Class participation will be worth 100 points assessed as defined in the rubric.

By the end of the first week of classes each student must purchase an examination “blue book.”  This “blue book” will be used for the Diario de reflexiones section of the text throughout the semester.  Students should bring their diaries to class every class period.  Some entries in the Diario de reflexiones will be made in class, others at home, based on the preferences of the instructor.  Language (grammar, vocabulary, spelling) will not be checked or graded.  The diary is designed to provide the students with an opportunity for free writing outside the constraints of the writing process, grades for language and structure, and assigned topics.    All that matters is the students’ efforts to seriously reflect on and then write about a reading discussed in class.  The Diario de reflexiones will be assessed only one time at the conclusion of the course.

100 points 
- Student participates in class discussions virtually every class period 



- Questions and comments always reflect a student has done the reading, looked 

up vocabulary, and tried to interpret to the best of her ability



- Comments are made in Spanish that is mostly correct and comprehensible



- Diario de reflexiones entries reflect excellent effort



- Attendance is perfect or near-perfect (1-2 absences*)

80 points
- Student participates in class discussions regularly but not every class period 

- Questions and comments usually reflect a student has done the reading, looked 

up vocabulary, and tried to interpret to the best of her ability



- Comments are made in Spanish that is mostly correct and comprehensible



- Diario de reflexiones entries reflect good effort



- Student has missed some class time but relatively little (2-3 absences*)

60 points
- Student participates in class discussions from time to time but not real regularly 

– Questions and comments sometimes reflect a student has done the reading, 

looked up vocabulary, and tried to interpret to the best of her ability



- Comments are made in Spanish that is sometimes correct and comprehensible



- Diario de reflexiones entries reflect fair effort

- Student has missed quite a bit of class time (3-4 absences*)

40 points
- Student participates in class discussions infrequently

- Questions and comments sometimes reflect a student has done the reading, looked up vocabulary, and tried to interpret to the best of her ability

- Student sometimes makes comments in English or Spanish like “I didn’t understand anything”, “That was crazy”, “I have no idea”



- Comments are made in Spanish that is sometimes correct and comprehensible



- Diario de reflexiones entries reflect generally poor effort

- Student has missed much class time (4-5 absences*)

20 points
- Student never or almost never participates in class discussions 

- Questions and comments usually reflect a student has NOT done the reading, NOT looked up vocabulary, and NOT tried to interpret to the best of her ability

- Comments made in English or Spanish like “I didn’t understand anything”, “That was crazy”, “I have no idea” are common if the student speaks at all

- Few to many Diario de reflexiones entries are missing

- Student has missed much class time (5-6 absences*)

0 points

- Student is a distraction to the class or otherwise a negative influence



- Diario de reflexiones is never handed in

- Student has more than 5-6 absences*

* Accumulated tardiness will be calculated as part of absences (ie: 50 combined minutes later = 1 absence)

Academic Integrity

The integrity of the learning process is dependent upon an accepted code of academic honesty.   Academic honesty can mean many things including not cheating on tests and quizzes, correctly citing sources in written papers, handing in one’s own work not that of another student, etc.  In this course, the most likely forms of academic dishonesty will likely be cheating on chapter tests and not handing in one’s own work in the written essays and oral presentations.  Cheating on exams might mean asking another student what the answer to the question is, looking at another student’s exam and copying the answer, having another person take the exam for you, etc.  Handing in one’s own work in the written essays includes not having an editor, friend, roommate, or native speaker except the editor assigned to you in class edit your essays.  According to the student handbook, course instructors have considerable flexibility as to how to handle instances of academic dishonesty.  In this course, if the instructor concludes that an exam, essay, or other assessment instrument does NOT represent the true work of the student, the student will receive a zero (0) for that instrument.  If it happens twice, the student will receive an F for the course.  The only recourse a student accused of academic dishonesty has is to protest through official administrative channels as defined in the student handbook.  (Save us all the headache and don’t put me in an awkward situation.  Do your own work always!)  

Writing Across the Curriculum
This course supports the commitment of the university to providing opportunities for students to continue to develop their ability to express themselves clearly in writing. To learn to write well and correctly in a second language also helps to develop that capacity in English.  All writing assignments in this course are designed with this philosophy in mind

Statement about E-mail Usage

The University’s official mode of communication with students is your campus e-mail account (GroupWise).  ALL campus offices use this mode of communication.  Failure to read notices sent to your campus e-mail account is not an excuse for missing deadlines.

Calendario

	Fecha
	Capítulo 
	Páginas en el texto
	Trabajo en clase
	Para entregar en clase

	27 de augusto


	
	
	Introducción al curso; presentación del sílabo; actividades introductorias
	

	29
	1


	2-9
	Criterios de NCATE; Frente a la disciplina: Los hispanos en los Estados Unidos
	

	3 de setiembre
	Día de labor
	
	
	

	5 de setiembre
	1
	10-17
	Composición: La descripción Pasos 1-4;

Consultorio gramatical
	Ensayo #1, borrador 

	10
	1
	20-26
	Frente a la composición escrita
	

	12
	1
	18-19, 26-29
	Composición: La descripción Pasos 5-6; Consultorio gramatical;

Frente a la composición oral
	Ensayo #1, versión final

	17
	2
	30-38
	Criterios de NCATE; Frente a la disciplina: La lingüística descriptiva
	Prueba capítulo 1

* Consultorio gramatical Web Quiz

	19
	2
	38-46
	Composición: La correspondencia social Pasos 1-4;

Consultorio gramatical
	

	24
	2
	48-55
	Frente a la composición escrita
	Ensayo #2, borrador 

	26
	2
	47-48, 56-57
	Composición: La correspondencia social Pasos 5-6; Consultorio gramatical;

Frente a la composición oral
	Prueba capítulo 2

* Consultorio gramatical Web Quiz

	1 de octubre
	3
	58-67
	Criterios de NCATE; Frente a la disciplina: La diversidad cultural
	Ensayo #2, versión final

	3
	3

 
	67-77
	Composición: El reportaje Pasos 1-4;

Consultorio gramatical
	

	8
	3
	79-85
	Frente a la composición escrita
	Presentación #1, borrador 

	10
	3
	78;85-87
	Composición: El reportaje Pasos 5-6; Consultorio gramatical;

Frente a la composición oral
	Prueba capítulo 3

* Consultorio gramatical Web Quiz

	15
	Presentación #1: El reportaje, versión final
	
	
	

	17
	4
	88-96
	Criterios de NCATE; Frente a la disciplina: La literatura
	

	22
	 4
	97-105
	Composición: La narración Pasos 1-4;

Consultorio gramatical
	

	24 
	4
	107-115
	Frente a la composición escrita
	Ensayo #4, borrador

	29
	4
	105-06;115-17
	Composición: La narración Pasos 5-6; Consultorio gramatical;

Frente a la composición oral
	

	31
	5
	118-26
	Criterios de NCATE; Frente a la disciplina: La lingüística aplicada
	Prueba capítulo 4

* Consultorio gramatical Web Quiz

	5 de noviembre
	5 
	126-35
	Composición: La exposición Pasos 1-4;

Consultorio gramatical
	Ensayo #4, versión final



	7
	5
	138-52
	Frente a la composición escrita
	

	12
	5
	136-37;153-55
	Composición: La exposición Pasos 5-6; Consultorio gramatical;

Frente a la composición oral
	Ensayo #5, borrador 

	14
	6
	156-64
	Criterios de NCATE; Frente a la disciplina: El mundo profesional
	Prueba capítulo 5
* Consultorio gramatical Web Quiz

	19
	6
	164-73
	Composición: La argumentación Pasos 1-4;

Consultorio gramatical
	Ensayo #5, versión final



	21
	Vacaciones de 
Día de Acción de Gracias 
	
	
	

	26
	6
	176-87
	Frente a la composición escrita
	

	28
	6
	174-76;187-89
	Composición: La argumentación Pasos 5-6; Consultorio gramatical;

Frente a la composición oral; 
	Presentación #2, borrador

	3 de diciembre
	Presentación #2: La argumentación, versión final
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	Conclusiones del curso Evaluaciones estudiantiles
	Prueba capítulo 6

* Consultorio gramatical Web Quiz

	11

1:30-4:00
	
	
	
	


Margarita Smith


6 de octubre


Mi biografía


Borrador / Versión final


350 palabras











