English 510: Seminar in Literature: Special Topics:
Major Topics in Postcolonial Literary Theory

Section 1 (TWTH 1:00-4:15 HH341)
Instructor: Dr. Adam Barrows

Office: Holloway Hall 351

Email: abbarrows@salisbury.edu
Phone: 410-677-6512

Office Hours: MW 1-5 or by appointment
Required Texts:
Césaire, Aimé. Discourse on Colonialism.
Guha, Ranajit. Subaltern Studies: Writings on South Asian History and Society, Volume V
Said, Edward W. Orientalism.
Course Packet.
Course Description and Goals
This course provides an introduction to the field of postcolonial literary studies.  Through lecture, discussion, in-class activities, research, and formal writing, you will learn to meaningfully apply postcolonial theory to the analysis of selected works of English literature.  There are three major course expectations.  First, students will familiarize themselves with key texts and terms in postcolonial theory, so that they are able to cite from the work of, for instance, Edward Said or Gayatri Spivak not haphazardly, but rather with a full understanding of those authors’ larger theoretical contexts.  Students should be able to mobilize, in discussion and in writing, key terms in postcolonial theory, such as “Orientalism,” “the subaltern,” and “hybridity.”  Second, students will analyze postcolonial literary criticism of canonical English texts, in order to appreciate what constitutes a postcolonial reading.  Finally, students will produce an original postcolonial interpretation of an English literary work of their choice, employing the theoretical insights and analytical tools they have acquired through reading and classroom discussion.  Class periods will typically be divided into three distinct sections in order to accommodate each of the three course goals.
Writing
Over the course of the semester, you will produce a total of 8 one to two page response papers on the reading assignments.  I will provide the prompts for these papers.  Response papers should demonstrate evidence of close reading, originality of thinking, and clarity of expression.  You should be prepared to read your response papers aloud each class period as a stimulus to discussion.  

Your formal paper should be 12-20 pages double spaced, and should include a bibliography.  In addition to citing from the primary literary text, your essay should also include at least five critical sources and should meaningfully reference at least one of the theorists we have studied in the course.  Your main objective is to produce a postcolonial interpretation of a major English literary text, and to situate that interpretation within the context of existing criticism.  You may choose from a list of texts which I will provide on the first day of class.  The paper will be graded for: 1) evidence that you have closely analyzed the primary text, 2) evidence of your familiarity with secondary sources, 3) evidence of your understanding of postcolonial theory and terminology, 4) originality and creativity in applying postcolonial theory to textual analysis, 5) clarity, 6) organization, and 7) style.
Your work on the formal paper will be documented in four stages, each of which will be independently graded.  The four due dates are provided in bold print in the course schedule below.  On the due date, be prepared to share and discuss your work with the rest of the class.

1) A one-two page synopsis of the text you have selected (plot, major characters, themes), followed by a one-two page proposal in which you speculate on theoretical points of entry for a postcolonial interpretation.  

2) An annotated bibliography of at least five critical sources (preferably written within the last ten years) on your text.  Your annotations should summarize each critic’s thesis and should discuss the theoretical orientation of the critic (whether overt or implicit). 
3) A five page draft of the paper, which includes the thesis, situates the argument within the context of existing criticism, makes explicit reference to at least one postcolonial theorist from the course, and includes at least one substantial body paragraph of primary textual analysis.
4)
The final draft.
Attendance and Participation
I expect you to attend every class session, and to participate in discussions.  Every class period, students should bring at least three questions generated by the reading for that day, and be prepared to pose their questions to the class.  Given the heavily condensed time-frame of the summer session, no unexcused absences are allowed.
Grades
Participation: 10% of your final grade.  
Response Papers: 10% of your final grade.    
Synopsis/proposal: 10% of your final grade.  

Annotated bibliography: 10% of your final grade.   

Five page draft: 20% of your final grade.  
Final draft: 40% of your final grade.  
Academic Integrity

The English Department takes plagiarism, the unacknowledged use of other people’s ideas, very seriously indeed.  As outlined in The Student Handbook and Directory under the “Policy on Student Academic Integrity,” plagiarism may receive such penalties as failure on a paper or failure in the course.  The English Department recognizes that plagiarism is a very serious offense and instructors make their decisions regarding sanctions accordingly.

Each of the following constitutes plagiarism:

1.
Turning in as your own work a paper or part of a paper that anyone other than you wrote.  This would include but is not limited to work taken from another student, from a published author or from an Internet contributor.

2.
Turning in a paper that includes unquoted and / or undocumented passages someone else wrote.

3.
Including in a paper someone else’s original ideas, opinions, or research results without attribution.

4.
Paraphrasing without attribution.

5.
Turning the same paper in for credit in more than one class.

A few changes in wording do not make a passage your property.  As a precaution, if you are in doubt, cite the source.  Moreover, if you have gone to the trouble to investigate secondary sources, you should give yourself credit for having done so by citing those sources in your essay and by providing a list of Works Cited or Works Consulted at the conclusion of the essay.  In any case, failure to provide proper attribution could result in a severe penalty and is never worth the risk.

Writing Across the Curriculum
All writing assignments, both formal and informal, are in support of Salisbury University’s Writing Across the Curriculum program.
Disability Accommodations

Please contact me as early as possible if you require any special accommodations in order to perform the tasks required of you in the course.
Class Schedule (This schedule is subject to change at my discretion.  All reading assignments must be completed before the date they are listed):

7
10
Introduction. Course Overview. Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden.”  


Selection of primary texts for formal paper.

Section 1: Anticolonialism
11
Césaire, Discourse on Colonialism (31-78)

Response Paper #1

Section 2: “Orientalism”
12
Said, Orientalism, Introduction and Chapter One, part I (1-49)

Response Paper #2
17
Said, Orientalism, Chapter One, parts II & IV; Chapter Two, parts I & IV;
Chapter Three, pages 321-328 (49-73, 92-123, 166-197, 321-328)
Response Paper #3


18
Said, Culture and Imperialism, Chapter II, parts I & II (62-97 course 
Packet).

Response Paper #4


Section 3: “The Subaltern”
19
Guha, “Chandra’s Death” from Subaltern Studies V.

Synopsis/Proposal Due
24
Spivak, “Can the Subaltern Speak” Parts I and II (course packet)


Response Paper #5

25
Spivak, “Can the Subaltern Speak” Parts III and IV (course packet)


Annotated Bibliography Due

Section 4: “Hybridity”

26 
Bhabha, “DissemiNation” (course packet)


Response Paper #6


31
Paper Workshop

First Draft Due


Section 5: Readings of 1st and 3rd World Literature
8
 1
Said, Culture and Imperialism, Chapter II, part V (course packet 132-162)

2
Devi, “Breast-Giver” and Spivak, “A Literary Representation of the
 Subaltern,” from Subaltern Studies V.

Response Paper #8
4
Final Draft Due by 11:59 p.m. (word document via email attachment)
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