ENGL 503-191  Seminar in English Literature: 

                        English Satire, 1500-1800


Dr. Christopher Vilmar, Tuesdays, from 7:00 to 9:45 p.m.

In this seminar, we will be reading a representative selection of satires chosen from across the time period.  In addition, we’ll be reading a few selected defenses of satire, written during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, as well as some recent criticism.  Among the questions we’ll be asking: what is satire? is it playful or cruel? is it tied to its own time and place? are satirists smug know-it-alls, or sensitive and intelligent observers of human frailty? is it possible to enjoy satire without feeling smug and superior? does satire help correct bad behavior, or is its venomous mockery just more of the same?  Each of these questions and more come up in the work of the authors that we’ll be reading, which will include selections from More’s Utopia, Donne’s Satires and Anniversaries, Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy, Dryden (including “MacFlecknoe” and Absalom and Achitophel), Rochester, Behn, Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels and selected poems, Pope (including The Rape of the Lock and The Dunciad), Johnson (London, The Vanity of Human Wishes, and Rasselas), and (if we get to it) Austen’s Northanger Abbey.  And by studying the development of these works in historical context, we will develop a ready understanding of several centuries of English literary history.

