Math Teacher

1231 Apple Road, Teacherville, Maryland 21852

Telephone: X-XXX-XXX-XXXX
Fully Certified in Maryland for grades 5 through 12. Good experience with at-risk learning-disabled students. Open to all assignments.

Employment History

July, 1988 to April 1996


For the past eight years, I have enjoyed working for the Maryland State Department of Education as a math instructor in the ABE and GED programs at Eastern Correctional Institution in Westover, Maryland.  I am accustomed to teaching six classes a day with approximately twenty-five students in each class.  My students have varied in age from sixteen to sixty. Most have been in their early twenties. Many of my students have experienced severe problems in learning and in adapting to a normal school environment. Some continue to struggle with ADD and a wide variety of learning disabilities. A few seem to have outgrown childhood ADHD while in my class. Most of my students struggle with a sense of shame about past failures. Some are very bright, capable of becoming engineers or college professors. Others will face a constant struggle of overcoming past deficiencies. My greatest sense of accomplishment has come fro helping students to realize they can use and rely on their own reasoning skills.

September, 1986 – May, 1988


For the prior two years, I taught math at all levels at Washington High School in Princess Anne, Maryland. I worked very hard there, creating lessons that I hoped would be interesting to the students, and gained the respect and love of many members of the faulty and student body.

August, 1985 to September, 1986


I spent this year working on certification as a math teacher. I took a number of courses at Northern Virginia Community College and at George Mason University. I worked as a substitute teacher in a number of schools in Northern Virginia and also did public opinion surveys for Consumer Pulse of Washington.

October, 1971 to August, 1985


I am a minister in the Presbyterian Church, USA. I have served full time as a pastor of a number of churches in Virginia. Those churches were located in Wise, Pound, Charlotte Court House, Drakes Branch, and Fincastle. I also negotiated a one year pulpit exchange with a pastor from Scotland from August, 1977 to September, 1978. This provided me with the privilege of serving as Acting Minister of a very large (over 3000 members) parish church in Haddington, Scotland.  Part of my job there included serving as chaplain to the public high school. This was also a tragic time because our youngest child was found to have a brain disorder later diagnosed as autism. The struggle with his condition was part of my reason for leaving the ministry to seek employment as a teacher. Another reason was that I took three courses in math at Clinch Valley College that I greatly enjoyed and that whetted my appetite for teaching math.
September, 1970 to May, 1971


Yes, I was an English teacher. I taught English in the eight and ninth grades at Miller Junior High in Kingston, New York. I loved the kids. I very much enjoyed my work with the Black History Club. But I also came to the realization that English is not my best subject. In a p inch I could teach English, history, science, etc. But math is my subject of choice.

Education

Degrees:

M.Ed. with concentration in mathematics. Salisbury State University. December 1989

D.Min. Unton Theological Seminary. Richmond, Virginia. May, 1980

M.Div. Louisville Theological Seminary. Louisville, Kentucky. May, 1969

A.B. Davidson College. Davidson, North Carolina. May, 1966

Endorsements:

Maryland Advanced Professional Certificate with Masters Degree: math grades 5-12

Missouri Lifetime Certificate: secondary English

1990 to Present


My education did not stop with the M.Ed. I have continued to take courses that would help me to provide better instruction for my students. Those courses have included: principles of accounting, secondary reading instruction, experimental psychology, applications o learning theory, personality theory, psychoeducational testing, and intelligence testing. I have also participated in a number of conferences with great seminars sponsored by the Maryland Counsel of Teachers of Mathematics, the Maryland Association of Science Teachers, the National Counsel of Teachers of Mathematics, the Correctional Education Association, and the Maryland Association of Adult Community and Continuing Education. I have presented to the faculty at ECI two inservice training sessions, one on calculating the reading level of text books, and one on using the Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient in assessing the value of several standardized tests as predictors of success on the GED.

1986 to 1989


Master of Education with concentration in mathematics, Salisbury State University. My project was on teaching area and perimeter to students with special needs.

1983 to 1986

The Shift from Preacher to Teacher


When I finally screwed up my courage to take Elementary Probability and Statistics at Clinch Valley College in the Spring of 1983, I felt some embarrassment about being the slowest calculator puncher in the class. Nevertheless, I worked hard and scored the highest grade in the class on the final exam. After that I took the two calculus based courses.  Then I moved with my family to Northern Virginia where I took numerous courses in math and education at Northern Virginia Community College and George Mason University in order to gain certification as a secondary math teacher. This vocational shift was not as radical as it may appear. Math had been my favorite subject in high school. I had won an award as the best student in math. Tutoring people in math has always been a source of genuine satisfaction.


Courses at Clinch Valley College of the University of Virginia:

Elementary Probability and Statistics, Probability and Statistics I: Discrete Distributions, Probability and Statistics II: Continuous Distributions


Courses at Northern Virginia Community College:

College Algebra I, II, and III, Mathematical Ideas, Business Programming Logic, Modern Algebra, U.S. History


Courses at George Mason University:

Intermediate Analysis. Discrete Math. Secondary Math Instruction.

Family


I was born in Chattanooga Tennessee, and raised in Roanoke, Virginia. There were a lot of lawyers and engineers in my family. It seemed to me that the engineers were the smarter of the two groups, but the lawyers did most of the talking.


In the summer of 1965, I married my beautiful wife, Caroyln Bailey, who was born in Lynchburg, Virginia and raised in Westfield, New Jersey. Her father was an engineer. She also has three brothers who are engineers.


We have three sons, who are now 25, 23, and 21.  The two older boys are engineers. Our youngest son, Rob, is living at home and has some mental health issues that will always require our care.

Whenever we get the family together, there is always much discussion of math, science, and Startrek.  One of my fondest memories as a parent is that of helping my two older boys to com to grips with the concept of irrational numbers.


I mention these things because I want you to know that I can deal with students of all ability levels. I have good patience with slow learners and those for whom math seems like forbidden territory. And I am also capable of providing a challenge for the more advanced students. My greatest delight comes from seeing someone else gain master of a concept.
